[Occult rectal cancer in Crohn disease].
An adenocarcinoma in the anorectal region was an accidental histological finding recorded from a female patient who had suffered Crohn's disease for many years. A rectovaginal fistula in the neighbourhood was also discovered but was in no way anatomically related to the carcinoma. Reference is made to an account of the literature for discussion of pathogenetic factors for the development of Crohn-associated gastro-intestinal carcinomas and conclusions that ought to be drawn for diagnosis and therapy when it comes to patients with Crohn's disease. Definite assessment is not yet possible for the very low number of cases so far observed.